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Last month, | had the pleasurable task of
taking artifacts to the one hundredth anni-
versary of Princess Elizabeth Public
School in Ingersoll. As Jennifer and |
collected materials that we thought the

| general public of that school's community

would enjoy seeing displayed, | could not
help but be impressed with the wide
selection of educational material we had to
choose from. We selected textbooks
printed one hundred years ago, objects
used to teach the various disciplines
common at that time, toys of the era, and
much more - some of which are featured in
our 2010 calendar.

However, what was of most interest to
everyone was the register that showed the
actual date that Ward School ended,
December 31, 1938, and became, with
royal assent, Princess Elizabeth Public
School, on January 1, 1939.

The Museum School, a repository of both
artifacts and archival material, has been
entrusted with the care of personal family
items from the days of rural education
when there was a school in every section
of land. Many of you who read this will

one room school and later practice taught
in one as well. Long gone are the days
when games like scrub, prisoner's base, or
duck-duck-goose were played at recess.
Long gone also, are many of the objects of
that era, which can often only be found in
museums such as ours. We continue to
gratefully accept donations. Now we are
continuing talks with the Thames Valley
Board of Education to try to convince its
board to renew our lease and find a way to
keep the history of rural education alive,
not only to our educational community, but
also to our young people. Every class that
attends one of our programs "learn(s) by
doing" - the motto of Huron Park Secon-
dary School in Woodstock. Our board of
directors is committed to working with the
TVDSB to find ways to work together to
keep our museum alive in its present loca-
tion. Requests by schools like PEPS, and
groups | ike Bondos
tinue to request help to research their roots
and examine artifacts. One thing we do
well is keep history real, alive and excit-
ing. We are looking forward to the con-
tinuation of such services.
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recall days when you, like me, attended a Marilynn St. Denis

The View from the
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| recently attended a conference on schoolhouses held by the Country School Association of
America. (106l1 bet you never heard of that o
and showcasing schoolhouses. Many participants were restoring a schoolhouse on their own,
as a labour of love. The Thames Valley Museum School was seen by them as a success stery
being supported and maintained, offering educational programs, amassing an impressive
collection of school artifacts, and providing museum services such as our extensive archives
on Oxford County schools.

It is this archives that has allowed me to assist several groups prepare for their school anniver-
sary by providing school registry information, photographs and slides, school histories, and
other memorabilia such as newspaper clippings and yearbooks. In some cases, | have been
involved in providing artifacts and participating in the celebration. Thank you one and all for
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the privilege of assisting you! E_hhc _ | E
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Wi zards and Wonder s'!

Jacob Orth shows off his dragon name tag Wizard hats are taking shape! Roger Siple

Tristan McClay finishes his. and Lucy Orth apply decorative spots to th
hats.
A picture is worth a thou
OWi zards and Wondersé was a day full of ¢
wand, and a wizardods hat , -ensughwwebedomeaadulla s I
fledged wizard!

Thanks to our volunteers, Elaine Bowen and Kelsey White, for their help that day.
Thanks also to those who provided materials for crafts, from boxes to bingo daubers!

The Thames Valley Museum School
has new educational programs for school groups!

Beginning this September, we are offering two newQadggrapaydDiscover the World of Art
and an updated version of our réguler T Hor seh@olcRildren of grades 3 to 6.

If your children or grandchildren attend schools in the Thames Valls

District School Board, their class can attend free of

charge. Only the art program has a $2 materials

charge.

Please encourage your schools to book a visit to the

Thames Valley Museum School for a learning experi-

ence that is both educational and fun!
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