
Winter was always a great time in a one 
room school. We played such games as the 
fox and the goose and built snow forts that 
provided cover for our snow ball throw. 
The girls had to change from wool skirts to 
warm flannel pants that they wore over 
their stockings. When they came in, they 
hung them with their mitts over the furnace 
pipes to dry until the next recess. Lots of 
time was spent inventing games centred 
around the maps that were suspended over 
the blackboard. Somehow we never felt the 
cold.  
 

At the Museum School, the winter takes on 
a different bent now. With the advent of 
2007, our Canadiana Challenge starts. We 
also have completed the pilot of our junior 

level Old Fashioned Spelling Bee and will 
offer it to grades four to six this year. 
With these programs, as all that we do, we 
rely on our body of volunteers to help us. 
If you have a desire to become involved, 
please give us a call to see how you might 
fit in.  
 

Thanks for your continued support.  
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Thames Valley Museum School 
656 Main Street North, Box 37 

Burgessville, Ontario         N0J 1C0 

Children ages 5 to 11 will want to make 
tracks to the Museum School for Spring 

Shenanigans 2007 being 
held March 12 to 16.  Inves-
tigating footprints will be 
something to “stomp” about!  
The week is crammed with 
lots to do: crafts, games,  and 

delicious snacks to tempt the taste buds.  
We are fortunate to have our  special guests 
back by popular demand, Kings Kids Pup-
pets and Glitter and Kat.  New for this sea-
son are the talented musicians 
the Misener Family “Musical 
Bees” who will amaze you 
with their abilities.   

Programs will run each day from 10:00 
am to 3:00 pm at a cost of $10 a day per 
child, or join us for the whole week for 
just $40.  Pre-registration is required.  For 
more information or to register, please 
call 519.424.9964.   
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When Reg Cartemale was principal of North Norwich Public School, he had a 
small grove planted with spruce trees.  The tops of the trees have provided the 
Museum School with many years of 
Christmas trees.  Sadly, this supply has 
been depleted.  Last December, the 
Meeks donated and delivered a beautiful 
tree from their farm.  Thank you very 
much Bill and Sharon.  If someone 
would like to donate a tree from their 
woodlot next December, please let us 
know.   
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All of the our fundraising efforts go 
directly to support the operation and 
programs offered by the Museum 
School.  We appreciate your continued 
support in providing us with your 
Zehrs receipts, pop cans and printer 
cartridges—we raised more than $500 
through these activities in 2006.   
Thank you to everyone who supported 
our 2007 “Rural Schools of Oxford 
County” Calendar.  This project was a 
great success.  There are still a few 
copies available for those who would 

Our dedicated bingo volunteers will be 
continuing their hard work this year by 
running bingo programs on most Tues-
day and Friday afternoons.  If you are 
able to help, please call Marilynn at 
519.863.2902. 
It is through these bingo revenues that we 
are able to offset the cost of many pro-
jects at the Museum School.  Some of 
these projects include, educational pro-
grams for schools and groups, children’s 
programs during March Break and sum-
mer, and the development and production 
of a new brochure and website.  
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Here we are into our second month of 
the new calendar year and we have 
already received 72 per cent of our 
proposed budget for the 2006-2007 
donation year.  
 

Special thanks to those of you who 
have been moved to donate, for some 
reason or other, after being absent from 
this activity over the past few years.  
 

Three donors have donated at the 
Associate level; nineteen have donated 
at the Contributor level; two have 
donated at the Family level; and 
twenty-seven have donated at the 
Friend level. Those levels are $500.00,  
$250.00, $100.00, and $50.00 
respectively. With all of these levels, 
and more, we have an average of 67.00 

per donation. Congratulations in 
helping sustain The Friends. It is really 
great when we are able to go beyond 
our target that we set each year, which 
we have done for the past five years 
thanks to you being a 
super friend of The 
Friends.  
 

If you have received a 
green donation card in 
this mailing, it means 
that we have yet to 
hear from you for this current donation 
cycle. There is a chance that we have 
also crossed paths in the mail and 
therefore please ignore this second 
card. Completion of the requested 
information on the card is much 
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appreciated as it does assist us with 
keeping accurate records.  
 

The Endowment Account continues to 
grow thanks to those who have made 
special over and beyond donations. We 

are very pleased with the 
return that we experienced 
in our invested funds over 
the past year. We are 
looking forward to the year 
that the return is so great 
that we can start to spend 

the interest on specific capital projects 
for the Museum. That year is not too 
distant in our long range planning.  
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like to purchase one.  Work has 
already started on the production of  a 
2008 calendar that will profile other 
rural schools from Oxford.   
We are always looking for new 
fundraising ideas.  If you have a 
suggestion, please let us know. 
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Mr. Hallock’s grade 6/7 class from Drumbo Central 
Public School  helped us deck the halls for Christmas.   

Thank you for helping  
to sustain the  

Friends of the Museum 
School with your donations.   



highest mark advance to the School Bee.  
 

For the School Bee, Museum School staff 
and volunteers present this program for the 
top students, who are competing in a ver-
bal spelling test.  Students must spell their 
word correctly to advance to the next 
round.  The winner is the student who has 
spelled the most correct words.  The win-
ner of the School Bee receives a $25 gift 
certificate to Chapters and an invitation to 
compete in the Bee Finals against winners 
from other schools. 
 

We would like to thank the teachers and 
students of North Norwich Public School 
for participating in our first Spelling Bee 

The new Spelling Bee outreach program 
was piloted at North Norwich Public 
School in December for students in 
grades 4 through 6.   
 

Similar to our very successful Canadiana 
Challenge outreach program, the Spell-
ing Bee program consists of three  
parts—Part 1: Class Bee (written); Part 
2: School Bee (verbal); and Part 3: Bee 
Finals (verbal).     

In the Class Bee, each class completes a 
written spelling test given by the teacher.  
Words are based those currently being 
studied and approved lists.  The top 3 
students from each class who score the 

������������������� � �����������������������������������������

�  � � � � � ! "# �$ � � � � � ! �

���������������	�
	����������������	�
	����������������	�
	����������������	�
	�� ���

������������������������� ���
�

�

�

�

����


���������������������
���������������������
���������������������
���������������������� ���

����������������������������� ���

�����	�
��	��������������	�
��	��������������	�
��	��������������	�
��	���������� ���

�������

�%����&'�	(��)��*�������� ������

Canadiana Challenge is underway with 20 schools currently 
registered.  There is still space available for up to five more 
schools.  For more information, please contact  Doug McKinnon 
by telephone or email at 519.285.2206 or dougmcki@rogers.com. 
 

We would like to thank the Retired Teachers’ Organization, 
District 37 for their continued financial support of this educational 
and fun learning opportunity for the students in our area.   
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The Museum School is looking for volunteers to help 
with a number of different projects.  Some of the 
opportunities include: 
· Board Member  
· Special Events 
· March Break Programs 
· Program Helper—with education outreach and 

school groups 
· Bingo Helper  
· Fundraising Projects 
· Grant Search and Applications 
· Artifact Data Entry 
 

If you are interested, please call  519.424.9964 for 
more details. 
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The Ontario Museum Association encourages 
all museums of Ontario to communicate to 
the government the urgent need for increased 
provincial support for all community muse-
ums, their collections, and their important 
work in support of education, cultural tour-
ism, community vitality, and the economic 
health of our province. 
You can show your support by forwarding a 
copy of our electronic postcard to the Pre-
mier, the Minister of Finance, the Minister of 

Culture, and your local MPP. Email membership@museumsontario.com to receive a 
copy of the electronic postcard, along with instructions on how to forward it. 
 

The goal is to have as many postcards as possible reach the government. 
Many thanks for your valuable support. Together we will work to strengthen Ontario's 
museum community and support its vital work in preserving Ontario's rich and unique 
heritage. 

outreach program.  Congratulations go to 
grade 6 student, 
Matthew Buckrell 
for winning the 
School Bee. 
If your school is 
interested in partici-
pating in the Spell-
ing Bee program, or 
would like more 
information, please 
contact us at 
519.424.9964.   
 
  
 

Congratulations to Matthew 
Buckrell , winner of the 
NNPS School Spelling Bee  



from 1:30 pm to 4:00 pm.  Appraisers and 
experts in the fields of books, jewellery, 
coins, and Canadiana will give verbal 
estimates on your treasures.  The cost is 
$2.00 per item or 3 items for $5.00.  

In order to market and promote the Mu-
seum School, Oxford Media Group of 
Woodstock has been contracted to de-
velop, design, and produce a new bro-
chure and website.  Look for the finished 
products to be completed before summer. 

We look forward to seeing you soon.   

Happy New Year!  It was great to see 
so many friends at our annual Christ-
mas Open House.  Many thanks to the 
students from the North Norwich Pub-
lic School choir and St. Mary’s story-
teller Nancy Vermond who provided us 
with some seasonal entertainment.  A 
special thank you to choir teacher Mrs. 
Tracy Leonard for preparing the stu-
dents and the recently retired Mrs. 
Karen McSpadden for filling in on 
event day.   

There are lots of exciting things 
planned for 2007.  First, we are pleased 
to welcome back Diana Preuss on a 
part-time, as required basis.  Diana will 
continue to lead our educational and 
children’s programs and we are happy 
to have her back on the team.  

Once again, we will be hosting “Trash 
or Treasure?”,  our version of the An-
tique Road Show on Sunday, April 29 
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March 12-16 
10 am to 3 pm 

March Break 
Spring Shenanigans 

Monday, March 19 
7:00  pm 

Board Meeting 

April 6 
Good Friday 

Museum School 
Closed 

April 8 
Easter 

Museum School 
Closed 

Monday, April 23 
7:00 pm 

Board Meeting 

Sunday, April 29 
1:30 to 4:00 pm 

Trash or Treasure? 
Antique Road Show 

Monday, April 30 
to Friday, May 4 

Education Week 

Monday, April 30  
1:00 pm 

Canadiana 
Challenge Finals 

May 1 to 30 Come Celebrate 
Museum Month 

Monday, May 22 
Victoria Day 

Museum School 
Closed 
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The  Museum School is pleased to offer you the op-
portunity to receive the Museum School Newsletter 
electronically.  If you are interested, send an email 
message to museschl@execulink.com with the fol-
lowing information in the body of the email: 
 

SUBSCRIBE NEWSLETTER first name last name 
 

Remember to leave the subject line of the email mes-
sage blank.   
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