
���������	
���
�����
�������������������������
���� 
��������
�������������������
���������������� ���
!�
���������������
����"����#� � ����$���
�%������&
����
��������
��������

�������������������
����
��������
�'
���� ������(�����������

�������'���������)��
�*����
����
�+�� ����������,
� ��
������������-������.��+�

/01��+����*/11��+�������������������+��
��������++ 
����������
����
����������.����
��+
���+
������
�������������������� �+��'�
(
����� ��

2������.�������
����'�"

�-�����������,
��
�������� ������)��
�33����3/01��+����

2��4
�������'�����..
��.��������
������'�.��������� �++
�����'��+��.��� �����
��
�'
��5����33�����

2����
����
�+�� ���������,

���
�
 �
�������.
����
 �����
������
�	116�#�������
��
�!.���������(�
���� �+��
�
�������.���������� ����� �'����
��� �
 �����������������������������
�����������
��!.���� ���

������������
�����
 ���
������(�����

������.���� � ����������7���������+��
����
��..
�
� 
����������
����������4
������.����������� 

��'���������8�

��������	�
����
��
	��������

�����������	
� ��

�
��	����	
������	��� ��

�	�	
�	�	���	

����� ��

������������������ ��

�����������	���	����������� ��

���
�	������ ��

��������	�������	�
� ��

��������	������
������
���

���
��

�

��

��
��

��
��

��
��

��
��

��
�


��
��

��������	
�������
�

�������
����

Thames Valley Museum School 
656 Main Street North, Box 37 

Burgessville, Ontario         N0J 1C0 
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and Marilynn St. Denis.  A special thank 
you also goes to the Retired Teachers’ Or-
ganization, District 37 for their continued 
financial support.   
The Canadiana Challenge will return in 
January 2008 for its tenth year.   
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On Monday, April 30, 19 students from across Thames 
Valley schools came together to participate in the Cana-
diana Challenge Finals.   Congratulations go out to all 
our participants, and especially to our winner, Jonathan 
Bradford.  Jon is a grade 8 student from Northridge 
Public School in London.   
I would like to thank the dedicated volunteers who de-
liver this program to the schools, it would not be possi-
ble without them—Mary-Margaret Braund, Jim Elliott, 
Ken Fallowfield, John Hinchcliffe, Doug Kennedy, Bob 
Lester, Harry Lispsit,  Marg McKinnon, Vicki Millard, 
Ev Parker, Diana Preuss, Ken Riehl, Gerry Sleeman, 
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Winner Jon Bradford with RTO/ERO, 
District 37 President, Lee Locker.  

The donation cycle for 2006-2007 will 
wrap up with this edition of the news-
letter.  To those of you who have al-
ready donated we sincerely thank you.   
If there is a green card enclosed, it 
means we are still anticipating a dona-
tion from you for the current cycle.  
Our cycle runs from September to Au-
gust each year.  The card says 2007 
and that is for tax receipt record keep-
ing purposes.   
I remind you that your donation is not 
a membership.  If it was a membership 
then it would not be eligible for a tax 
receipt according to Revenue Canada 
regulations.  We continue to offer re-
ceipts for amounts that are less than 
fifteen dollars.  Our approach is that all 

donations are of value to our operation.   
Some donors have been “missing in 
actions” due to relocating to new 
abodes and we have lost touch.  One of 
the current ones is Heather Jones of 
Bidwell Street in Tillsonburg.  If any-
one has knowledge of her where-a-
bouts and could share that info with us, 
with her blessing, then please let us 
know.   
Every donation does help us achieve 
our budget and none are taken for 
granted.   
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Many school groups have enjoyed a 
“hands-on” experience of school life 
in 1830 and 1905 as we seek to cre-
ate memories of the past for a new 
generation.  Some students arrive 
dressed in “pioneer style”, carrying 
simple lunches wrapped in napkins.  
All students leave with an apprecia-
tion of school in a bygone era: the 
ringing of the school bell, the repeti-
tion of daily routines, the sounds of 
scratching slate pencils on slate 
boards, the art of writing with 
straight pen and ink, and when the 
weather permits, recess activities 
with stilts and “tug-o-war”.    

Three schools, North Norwich, Prin-
cess Elizabeth, and East Oxford, 
have participated in the newly gener-
ated Spelling Bee for students in 
grades 4-6.  The response has been 
very positive and we anticipate an 
excellent final to be held at the Mu-
seum School on Monday, June 11 
starting at 1:30 pm.  We are looking 
forward to more schools taking up 
the Spelling Bee challenge during 
the 2007/2008 school year.  Please 
contact us if you are interested in 
any of the Museum School’s educa-
tional programs at 519.424.9964. 
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We are currently preparing our 
2008 Rural School of Oxford 
County calendar.  Calendars will 
be available for sale this fall at a 
cost of $10.   
We continue to collect Zehrs 
receipts, pop cans and printer 
cartridges—these can be dropped 
off at the Museum School or by 
contacting a board member.   
Do you have a fundraising idea?  
Please contact the Museum School 
at 519.424.9964. 
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Our eager investigators had a great time investigating the strange footprints that mysteriously 
appeared at the Museum School. 
Along with facts about Ichnology, bees, and Dr. Seuss, the children were treated to Jackie 
Benkhe’s creative puppets, the exceptional musical talent of the Misener Family, and the artistic 
hands of “Kat” as she brushed paint on expectant faces.  This spring our dedicated volunteers 
included: Ann-Marie Bright, Amanda Bright, Jacob Haycock, Marilynn St. Denis, and Deanna 
Van Bommel.  Sincere thanks to all of you for your valuable contribution to our March Break 
program.   
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We are anticipating a wonderful 
summer at the Museum School, as 
the “discovery crew” uncover mys-
teries of space, an-
cient and modern 
Egypt, and oceans. 
Three super-charged 
weeks are planned 
for children aged 5-
11.  Mark your calendars and reserve 
a space now! 
����	 ��"	 discover fascinating 

facts about #�$���
�	%����&	
from stars and planets to spaceships 
and astronauts.  
����	'"�'(	 the discovery crew will 
check out our #)������	�����&	
theme, from desert sands and pyra-
mids to crocodiles of the Nile. 
������	�"��(	 where ocean 
surf meets the beach, our avid 
discoverers will “lap-up” some 
genuine summer fun at #%��
*�	
+�,&  

Programs will run each day from 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm at a cost of $10 
a day per child, or join us for the 
whole week for just $40!  Pre-
registration has begun; space is lim-
ited to 20 children each day.  For 

more information or to re-
serve a space, please call 
519.424.9964. 
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The Morris Carter Awards are in the 
process as we speak! Grade 8 students 
from Innerkip, Hickson, Central, DM 
Sutherland and Eastdale are eligible to 
be nominated by their teachers. These 
are the schools at which Morris taught 
or was Principal. Morris's wife, Ruth, 
has been an active participant in this 
process over the past few years. After 
all, she is the one who knew Morris 
the best! Look for the results in the 
Fall Newsletter. 
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The Museum School is looking for 
volunteers of all ages to help with a 
number of different projects.  Some of 
the opportunities include: 
· Board Member  
· Special Events 
· Program Helper—with education 

outreach and school groups 
· Bingo Helper  
· Fundraising Projects 
· Grant Search and Applications 
· Artifact Data Entry 
 
If you are interested, please call  
519.424.9964 for more details. 
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Monday, June 11 
1:30 pm 

Spelling Bee Finals 

Monday, June 18 
4:00 pm  

Board Meeting 

Sunday, July 1 
Monday, July 2 

Canada Day 
Closed 

July 9 to 18 
Daily 10 am - 3 pm 

Extreme Space 
Summer Program 

July 23 to 27 
Daily 10 am - 3 pm 

Totally Egypt 
Summer Program 

Monday, August 6 
Civic Holiday 

Museum School 
Closed 

August 13 to 17 
Daily 10 am - 3 pm 

Surf’s Up! 
Summer Program 

Monday, September 
3, Labour Day 

Museum School 
Closed 

September 8 
10 am - 4 pm 

Doors Open Oxford 
Museum Open 

September 9 
10 am - 4 pm 

Doors Open Oxford 
Museum Open 

Monday, September 
17, 7:00 pm 

Board Meeting 
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The  Museum School is pleased to offer you the opportunity 
to receive the Museum School Newsletter electronically.  If 
you are interested, send an email message to 
museschl@execulink.com with the following information in 
the body of the email: 
 

SUBSCRIBE NEWSLETTER first name last name 
 

Remember to leave the subject line of the email message 
blank.   
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Co-Chairs:                   Ken Riehl and Marilynn St. Denis 

Treasurer:                    Ken Shrubsall 

Secretary:                     Doug McKinnon 

Directors:                     Mary-Margaret Braund 

                                     Diane Buckrell 

                                     Reg Cartmale (on leave) 

                                     Ken Fallowfield 

                                     Gow Harvey (honorary member) 

                                     John Hinchcliffe 

                                     Vicki Millard 

                                     Gerry Sleeman 

TVDSB:                        Leigh Petit  

                                     (North Norwich Public School)  

The Friends are looking for community minded people interested 
in serving on the board.  A time commitment of approximately 10 
hours per month is required.   Please contact the Museum School 
for more information at 519.424.9964. 


