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What a winter! The weather has been 
bizarre and the economy in a downward 
spiral. That's why we on the board of 
the Friends of the Oxford County  
Museum School are so fortunate to 
have you, our financial supporters, to 
keep our building accessible to the  
public, to continue to offer programs 
available to all school children across 
Thames Valley, and to house the finest 
collection of educational memorabilia, I 
believe, across Ontario. Thank you for 
your continued support!  
 

This newsletter will introduce to you our 
new curator, Jennifer Hunt-Beauchamp. 
In the three months that she has been 
working with us, she has demonstrated 
initiative and perseverance as she 
learns "the ropes" of being most things 
to all people! Welcome, Jennifer. If you 
have the opportunity to visit or attend 
one of our showcases, please introduce 
yourself to her as a supporter of her 
work at the school house. We have also 
added to our staff Elaine Bowen who is 
our part-time custodian. Having been 
one of the volunteers that cleaned the 
building, I can appreciate the job she 
does.  

This spring, the Canadiana Challenge 
finals approach quickly. RTO/ERO, Dis-
trict 37, has again sponsored our grade 
seven and eight trivia contest. We thank 
this group for continued support, both 
financially and by providing Challenge 
helpers. We always have a good time 
with the intermediates. Our junior level 
spelling program, the old Fashioned 
Spelling Bee, needs someone to take 
charge and organize teams to visit the 
competing schools. If you are interested 
in helping out, just call. Volunteerism is 
not without its commitments of time and 
effort, but it does provide you with an  
opportunity to be part of an energetic 
team that combines a variety of 
strengths to do a great job. If you have 
some time to spare - even if it is just to 
attend an open house or a local Canadi-
ana Challenge in a school close to you, 
come on out. Like the trees in spring, the 
museum school board will continue to 
develop new growth with new members 
and a wider network of support. I look 
forward to seeing you all soon.  
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Some of you have donated in memory of a loved one 
or friend rather than making a donation to our direct 
operating account. We will gladly receive your 
donation in honour of your loved one or friend and 
we will place that donation into our Endowment 
Account. We will send a note to the family (provided 
you provide us with detail) to acknowledge your 
memorial gift.  
 
At Year End, we were able to move $815.00 from 
that account into invested funds. We continue to 
allow that fund to grow and look forward to the day 
when we may start using the growth from the fund 
for operating expenses.  
 
Deceased that have been remembered in this manner 
in the past fifteen months were: Helen McKay, Pat 
Smith, Irene Shrubsall, Grace Grieve, Pat Paul, Ian 
Alexander, Jim Arnott, Susan Tuffnail, Dorothy 
Haight, Ate Kuiken, Marina McCready, Mavis 
Davis, William Baker, Irene Davidson and Lillian 
White. The Board offers our condolences to families 
affected by the passing of these loved ones.  
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News from Donor List Chair: Ken Shrubsall 
 
Special thanks to those who responded to our donor 
list renewal mailing that was sent out last fall. Your 
renewed interest in The Friends is a great vote of 
confidence in the work of the Board.  
 
If you were one of the hundred and thirty-five that 
have received a blue donation card in this mailing, it 
means that we have yet to hear from you for this 
current donation cycle. Completion of the requested 
information on the card is much appreciated as it 
does assist us with keeping accurate records.  
 
More of you (26 to date) have joined our email team 
and thus you have helped us to reduce our costs of 

mailing and you view the newsletter online. A cou-
ple of you have copied our donor card from the 
online site and have mailed that with you donation. 
We are still looking at a means of linking up with a 
company (for a process fee) that allows us to have 
secure online donations sent directly to us, and thus 
reducing donor’s mailing costs. We’ll keep you 
posted, online, about the availability of that feature. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of our Mu-
seum School. Our programs are second to none! 
We continue to offer exceptional resources to the 
schools in this District. You are a very important 
part of that process. Our future leaders benefit 
greatly from your generosity! 
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Send an email to info@museumschool.ca 
with the following information in the body of 

the email: 
SUBSCRIBE NEWSLETTER: first name, last 

name 
Include specific details, like ’newsletter’ in the 
subject line so that it does not get caught in 

our upgraded spam filter.  
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