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The Friends of the Oxford County Museum 
School met with a terrible financial blow dur-
ing the winter.  Despite hearing the groupõs 

submission to the Thames Valley District 
School Board last June, the TVDSB has made 
a decision to withdraw its financial support to 

the Thames Valley Museum School.  It did 
agree, thankfully, to extend the building 
lease and continue to provide utilities and 

ground care.   

As you are likely aware, our two main provid-
ers of funds for day to day operations of our 

museum are you, our valued donor base, 
and the TVDSB, with their generous donation 
of $15,000.  These funds are instrumental in 

providing a curator, without which we would 
lose a large federal grant worth over 
$6,000.   

We are now at a point in our operation that 
without the Boardõs grant, we are faced with 
the possibility that we may need to close our 

doors.  What a shame that would be!  The 

thought of disassembling our one-of-a-kind 
collection and ceasing to function as a true 

representation of education in rural Ontario 
would be a travesty.  However, we are now at 
this crossroad.   

To this end, I am asking you, our donor 
base, to consider an increase in your dona-

tion.  Although we have some cash in reserve 
that can carry us through the next short while, 
in order to continue to exist beyond the next 

calendar year, we need the cash flow that we 
have enjoyed with the TVDSB.  We need at 
least 250 donors to pledge $100 each, not 

only to cover the shortfall from the TVDSB 
Board but also to cover the loss of The Friends 
normal donations.   

We welcome ideas to help secure possible 

fundraising opportunities and potential corpo-
rate donors.  We also welcome people inter-

ested in being part of The Friends as we take 
on this latest challenge.   
The Friends believe in our museum - a facility 

that is second to none in the province provid-
ing programs of a unique and educational na-
ture. Our passionate plea to the board last fall 

fell on deaf ears.  Please hear our call now.  
We need you to consider your commitment to 
our board of directors and to the museum.   

If you would like to see a copy of our printed 

handout from the TVDSB presentation, we 
would be pleased to make one available.  We 

would ask that it be returned for others to read 
as they too plan their donation.   
I look forward to hearing from you as we navi-

gate through these difficult times.   

Marilynn St. Denis  

News from the Museum School 
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The View from the Basement  
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Living history museums are very popular tourist sites.  Visitors love immersing themselves in a world from 
the past, be it a farm, a stage coach stop, or a schoolhouse.  What makes these sites unique is the staff, 

costumed in correct period clothing, participating in activities from that era, and using the right props ð be 
they farm animals and equipment, a wood stove and bread board, or school desks and straps!  To further 

enhance the visitor experience, educational programs that assist in sharing this experience are vital.  At a 
living history conference I attended in March, I presented the Museum Schoolõs newest programs - our 
updated ôThree Rõsõ and ôCartographyõ.  These two programs help bring to life the classroom experience 

from the early 1900õs, and conference participants were eager to learn what we are doing here in Ontario.  
They took part in the ôCartographyõ program as students, and Iõm pleased to say, no one got the strap!       

                                      Jennifer Beauchamp 
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    P.A. DAY - Christmas Creations for Kids! 

Look who was at the Eva Brook  

Donley Museum! 
 

Our beautiful rocking horse was invited to be in the exhibit ôToying 
With The Pastõ at the Eva Brook Donley Museum in Simcoe.  He will 
be returning  to the Museum School now that the exhibit is over. 
 

The Museum School regularly has artefacts out on loan for others to 
enjoy.  We currently have artefacts at the John Knox Christian School 

in Woodstock, and some will be going to help celebrate the 50th an-
niversary of A.J. Baker School in Kintore.  
 

If you know an organization that would like to borrow some of our 
artefacts or archival material, please have them contact the curator. 

Our P.A. Day December 4th was a day to make gifts and tree ornaments.  Children went home with a deco-
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March Break Activities -  Piñata Party on  March 18th   
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maracas and sombreros? 
 
 
 
 

Reagan and Rowan  
Wilson decorate their maracas. 

Jayden Horinga strikes 
a pose with his 

sombrero! 

Ethan Justus models 
his sombrero after 

painstakingly tying on 
all those pompoms! 


