
 I have just returned from two beautiful and 
fantastic weeks in western Canada.  My hus-
band and I toured western Alberta and east-
ern British Columbia, doing all the touristy 

things that you are expected to do.  One 
thing we did on an almost daily basis was 
visit a museum in the area to see what 
caused people to settle there.  Not by 

chance did we find an old school house as a 
stand-alone museum or a part of a collec-
tion of buildings.  From Fort Edmonton AB 
to Golden BC, Fort Steele BC to Creston BC, 

Fort McLeod AB to Big Valley AB to Fort 
McMurray, we stopped not only to visit but 
to compare what they have compared to 
what we have.  Hands down our collection is 

the envy of the country!  We have so many 
treasures for which others can only hope. 
When I spoke of our artifacts, many won-
dered how we acquired them.  Whether it 

was a curator, a student employed for the 
summer, or even an actor who led one tour, 
people listened in awe about the Thames 
Valley Museum School. 
 

 Having shared that portion of my summer, I 
will share with you an event that occurred 

on June 2, 2009.  On that Tuesday night, a 
large number of our supporters, as well as 
our curator and most of our board mem-
bers, attended a Thames Valley board 

meeting in London to present to the trus-
tees reasons why we feel the funds that we 
presently receive should be continued and 
our lease renewed.  Mary Margaret Braund 

did a sensational job delivering a message 
of history of and dedication to the former 
Oxford County Museum School.  Copies of 
the report submitted to the trustees that 

evening are available.  We are now awaiting 
the decision to see if we will be able to 
continue to rent the building that we have 
called home as a museum since 1976.  We 

will keep you posted. 
 

Congratulations to Jennifer and her summer 

staff for their creative talents in offer-

ing the summer camps.  What a dynamic 

team! Check our web site to see what's new 

- and what's old and valuable in Burgess-

ville.                                                                     

ééé...Marilynn St. Denis                                                                                                                                    
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Summer has flown by, or rather, flooded by, and it is with some surprise that I find 

myself preparing for the school year.  We are offering two new programs, one 

based on a lesson plan from an 1887 Geography textbook. The log schoolhouse 

has a few new ð but old, additions that will assist students to make the transition 

back to 1850.  And finally, the last preparations to be made are to pack away the 

craft materials that formed the backbone of our summer camp program.  Gone 

are the paper plate spiders on a stick, gone are the water bottle maracas, gone 

too, are the cinnamon clay volcanoes.  Au revoir!         E_hhc`_l =_[o]b[gj  
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Summer Camp 2009 

The Museum School held 5 weeks of summer camps for 
children this summer.  The themed weeks were 
õInvestigating Insects!õ, ôWhere's Art?õ, ôWorld of Won-

dersõ, õWhere the Wild Things Are!õ, and ôLet's Pretend!õ 
Our summer students Cassandra Colley and Sarah Gillies 
are both university students from this area, and they 
jumped into the children's programs with lots of craft 
and activity ideas.      

 
Tristan McClay 

and Jaden  
Horinga do  
action painting 
on the side-
walk. 

 
 
 
Trenton and 
Kassy  

McLellan paint 
a totem pole. 
 
 

 
 

 
Jacob Orth 
checks out  

the bugs that 
checked in  
to his bug  
motel! 

 
 

Lucy Orth  
concentrates 

on her portrait 
and frame. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

A volcano is 

ready to erupt 
in the sand-

box! 

 
Artist Mary 

Anne Murphy 

shows the kids 
how to make  

a balanced  
portrait.  

A picture is worth a thousand words! 


